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The Invocation
L: In the Name of the Father and of the " Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

The Versicles
L: Return to the Lord, your God for He is gracious and merciful:
C: slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.
L: Jesus said: If any man would come after Me,
C: let him deny himself and take up the cross and follow Me.
L: Christ was wounded for our transgressions.
C: He was bruised for our iniquities. (Joel 2:13, Matt 16:24, Isaiah 53:5)

The Vesper Collect
L: Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises
with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
C: Amen.

The Versicle
L: It behooves us to glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C: In whom is our salvation, life, and resurrection.

The Preparatory Prayer
L: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

L: Dear God, bless our contemplation this night of Your Son’s passion. Impress upon
us, yet again, the depth of our sin that required the suffering and death of Jesus.
Awaken our love for You by seeing Your love for us. Give us a perpetual confidence
in Your unmerited mercy so that nothing would hinder our prayer and praise to You
as our heavenly Father.

C: Amen.
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The First Station
Peter Denies Jesus

L: We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You.
C: Because by Your holy cross You have redeemed the world.

Gospel Reading Luke 22:54-62

Meditation by Charles Spurgeon
“What was the reason why Peter thus sinned? | answer, first, that it was because of
his fear of man. Bold Peter became an arrant coward. And, ah! how many have
denied their Master because they have been afraid of a jest or a jeer! ...Perhaps the
chief reason for Peter’s denial of his Lord was his confidence in himself. If Peter had
felt himself to be weaker, he would really have been stronger; but, because he felt
so strong in himself, therefore he proved to be weak as water, and so denied his
Master...Those of you, who have abundance of life in you, and plenty of force of
character, must mind that you have also the force of grace, lest your [strength]...
should become your ruin in the time of trial. He is well kept whom God keeps...”



L: All of us like sheep have gone astray. Each of us has turned to his own way.
C: But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.

Collect
L: Let us pray
C: O holy Jesus, we bless You and adore You for You endured the betrayal of closest
friends for us. Yet, in Your great love, You turned Peter’s denial to fidelity; his
weakness to strength; his sin into an occasion for mercy. Have mercy on us for all
our unfaithful moments and turn us to confess Your name with boldness. Amen.

L: Lord Jesus, crucified,
C: Have mercy on us
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The Second Station
Jesus Condemned by the Sanhedrin

L: We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You.
C: Because by Your holy cross You have redeemed the world.

Gospel Reading Mark 14:60-65

Meditation by Bo Giertz

“The strange thing is that this judgment, the most unjustified verdict ever given on
earth, was at the same time the most completely just verdict ever given. Jesus kept
secret something that the high priests knew nothing about--He carried the sins of the
whole world. He took the burden of guilt for the whole world upon Himself and made
it His own. From where He stood, in front of His accusers, He was responsible for their
sins also, for their envy and lust for power, their deceit and heartlessness. He took
upon Himself all the trespasses of everyone in the past, in the present, and in the
future. That sin warranted death. Without knowing it, Caiaphas sentenced his own
sin, and all our sin, to the punishment that since the beginning of time had been
waiting to deal with the wickedness and the selfishness that said no to God's love:
that death must die.”

N6N



L: The Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.

C: For the transgression of His people He has stricken Him.

Collect
L: Let us pray.

C: O Christ, You became sin for us who knew no sin so that we might become the
righteousness of God. You were declared guilty that we may be declared innocent.
Keep us in this blessed pardon until our life’s end when we will see You face to face.

Amen.
L: Lord Jesus, crucified,
C: Have mercy on us
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The Third Station
Jesus Judged by Pontius Pilate

L: We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You.
C: Because by Your holy cross You have redeemed the world.

Gospel Reading Luke 23:13-25

Meditation by Nils Laache
“But who, who are the evildoers? And where are they found? You think of Caiaphas
and Pilate. Yes, but they are closer to us than that. | think you know who they are.
Look yourself in the mirror, soul! Indeed Jesus is standing in your place. It is your filthy
rags He is wearing, your sentence that falls on Him. But more and more see in His
humiliation, God's indescribable and immeasurable love for us men, and learn what
salvation awaits all who believe in Him!”

L: Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried.
C: Yet we considered Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.

N8N



Collect
L: Let us pray:
C: O Jesus, who was despised by the world and found guilty by guilty men, help us
that we may love Your approval more than we fear the condemnation of sinful
people. Amen.

L: Lord Jesus, crucified,
C: Have mercy on us!
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The Fourth Station
Simon of Cyrene Carries the Cross

L: We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You.
C: Because by Your holy cross You have redeemed the world.

Gospel Reading Luke 23:26-27

Meditation by Johann Gerhard

“We are made like unto Christ through tribulation...Thus, we must follow Him upon
the way of cross and tribulation. How could it make any sense if Christ had to hang on
the cross and you wanted to constantly live in happiness? Would you be wanting to
have your Paradise in this life, even though Christ had to suffer so much adversity
here? Certainly not! Instead, let it be dear to you that you are made like unto Christ
through tribulation. If He sanctified our Baptism by His Baptism, then He also has
sanctified our cross and tribulation with His cross and tribulation. That's why the true
believers' suffering and adversity is called a cross, because they bear it after the
crucified Christ just as Simon of Cyrene did. Confidently follow after; Christ is carrying
the heaviest portion.”



L: He Himself bore the sins of many.
C: And interceded for the transgressors.

Collect
L: Let us pray:
C: O beloved Jesus, who, for us men and for our salvation, bore the weight of our
sins upon Your back, grant that we may have the grace to crucify this sinful flesh and
take up our cross daily and follow You. Amen.

L: Lord Jesus, crucified,
C: Have mercy on us!
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The Fifth Station
Jesus is Nailed to the Cross

L: We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You.
C: Because by Your holy cross You have redeemed the world.

Gospel Reading Luke 23:33-38

Meditation by Martin Luther

“For every nail that pierces Christ, more than one hundred thousand should in justice
pierce you, yes, they should prick you forever and ever more painfully! When Christ is
tortured by nails penetrating His hands and feet, you should eternally suffer the pain
they inflict and the pain of even more cruel nails, which will in truth be the lot of those
who do not avail themselves of Christ’s passion.” Once one understands this then they
can see Jesus’, “friendly heart and how this heart beats with such love for you that it
impels Him to bear with pain your conscience and your sin.”



L: They have pierced My hands and My feet.
C: | can count all My bones, people stare and gloat over me.

Collect
L: Let us pray:
C: O Jesus, teach us to meditate on Your crucifixion aright. Instruct our hearts to
despise our sin that caused Your wounds, and enlighten us that we may see Your
great compassion for us, O friend of sinners. Amen.

L: Lord Jesus, crucified,
C: Have mercy on us!

The Reproaches
L: Thus says the Lord, O my people, what have | done to thee? Wherein have |
afflicted thee? Answer me!
L: I led thee out of the land of Egypt, but thou hast prepared a crown of thorns for
thy Savior.

C: O Holy God! O Holy Mighty One! O Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us.

L: | led thee out through the desert forty years: and fed thee with manna, and
brought thee into a land exceeding good, but thou hast prepared a Cross for thy
Savior.

C: O Holy God! O Holy Mighty One! O Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us.

L: What more ought | have done for thee, that | have not done? | planted thee, indeed,
My most beautiful vineyard: and thou hast become exceeding bitter to Me: for in My
thirst thou gavest Me vinegar to drink: and with a lance thou hast pierced the side of
thy Savior.

C: O Holy God! O Holy Mighty One! O Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us.

L: O My people, what have | done to thee? Wherein have | afflicted thee? Answer me.
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The Sixth Station
Jesus Dies

L: We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You.
C: Because by Your holy cross You have redeemed the world.

Gospel Reading John 19:31-37

Meditation from Burnell Eckardt Jr.
“Jesus here has fallen asleep in death, His side is pierced, and out pours blood and
water. Thus Jesus takes His place as the Second Adam. Remember now the first
Adam, how he had likewise fallen into a deep sleep, and out of his side came a bone,
from which God fashioned the woman, Eve. But Jesus is greater than Adam, and
therefore not a bone, but blood and water come out of Jesus' side. For blood and
water, and not bones, are the elements of life. And as the element from the first
Adam's side produced the first bride, so now the elements from the Greater Adam's
side produce the greater Bride, which is the Church. For these elements the blood
and water of Christ are the very elements we find in the blessed Sacraments.”

L: He was cut off from the land of the living.

C: For the transgression of My people He was stricken.

Collect
L: Let us pray:



C: O Jesus, who died for me on the cross, in that death is all my hope. Be merciful
to me, and to all Christians, that in the hour of death we may not fall away from You
but ever hold fast to Your cross, receiving the crown of glory which You have bought
for us with Your precious blood. Amen.

L: Lord Jesus, crucified,

C: Have mercy on us!
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The Seventh Station
Our Lord Entombed

L: We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You.
C: Because by Your holy cross You have redeemed the world.

Gospel Reading Luke 23:50-56

Meditation from David Scaer
“Burials do mean that something has come to an end, but more importantly, they
are steps in God's plan of salvation for the followers of Jesus. The God who created
us body and soul and again recreated us in Baptism is, by our own burials, preparing
us for the resurrection from the dead. The dead are sown like seeds into the earth,
so that at the dawning of the Resurrection sun they might spring forth into eternal
life. "If we die with Him, we shall also reign with Him." Every baptized Christian has
already been buried with Christ, and every burial is a Baptism into His life. Paul said
this: "We are buried with Christ by Baptism into His death, that even as God raised
Him from the dead, we should walk in newness of life."

L: You will not leave My soul in Sheol:
C: Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption.



Collect
L: Let us pray:

C: O Jesus, who lay in death’s strong bands and rested on the Great Sabbath day
after Your labors, dwell within my heart so that coming at last to the end of my
labors | may rest eternally with You. Amen.

L: Lord Jesus, crucified,
C: Have mercy on us!
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The Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ¥ everlasting. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
L: Lord, Remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven. Hallowed by Thy Name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us
not into temptation. But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

(sit)

Strepitus
The Nave will be darkened. The Christ candle is taken out of the sanctuary. There will
be a loud bang to indicate the closing of the tomb. The Christ candle will be brought
back out in expectation of the resurrection.

Please Leave in quiet contemplation
Join us for The Feast of the Resurrection
6:30AM —Sunrise service followed by Easter Egg Hunt and Breakfast. See

Trinity’s Facebook page for details.
9:00AM — Late service
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